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DAY 1 Conference Opening Remarks

Entrance Hall

Tea and Coffee will be available from 8.45am.

DR CONSTANTINO DUMANGANE JR

University of York

JAKOB WERDELIN

Werdelin Education

The Maze and the Minotaur - The Muslim's Road Through Secular

Education

DR FAUZIA AHMAD

Goldsmiths University of London

Standing on my own two feet' Higher educational motivations and

experiences and realities among British Muslim Women

9.00-9.30AM Registration 

9.30-9.45AM

9.45-10.45AM Presentations 

The Theatre

The Theatre

Researcher, host and moderator
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10.45-11.00AM Coffee Break

 

Tea, and Coffee will be available 

Presentations 11.00-11.30AM

Chaired by Dr Dumangane

Panel Discussion 

PROF MOHAMED EL-GOMATI

University of York

Higher Educational Aspirations of Young Muslims - an Islamic

Perspective

11.30-12.30PM

Lunch 12.30-1.30PM

The networking lunch will be served in buffet style in the breakout room.

Halal and  vegetarian options will be available.

 

Current research indicates, that despite increased numbers in ethnic participation in UK higher

education (HE), Muslim youth have low levels of qualifications, with only a quarter over 16 years

achieving level 4 and above qualifications. The links between Muslim youth’s faith and educational

ambitions are important to explore in order to understand the possible benefits of this alliance – as well

as recognising ways that faith may be a beneficial resource by which to increase interest, ambition and

progression of Muslim youth into HE. Our panellists - including faith leaders, researchers and young

people, will discuss their perspectives on ways that Islam can be understood as a significant

resource    or ‘faith capital’ that may influence and possibly bolster young people’s higher education

aspirations.

A Garden Room will be available for Dhuhr prayer.
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DAY 1 Presentations

MISOON EL-GOMATI BA, PGCE

Independent Educational Consultant

Seeking knowldege as a Muslim - from learning to teaching

FOZIYA REDDY BA(HONS), PGCE

Islamic Shakhsiyah Foundation

Islam empowers the youth to drive social change and activism

through lofty aspirations.

1.30-2.30PM

2.45-4.15PM Knowledge Workshop 

Coffee Break2.30-2.45PM

 

Tea, and Coffee will be available 

In this informal forum a series of critical questions and issues related to the affordances and constraints that

Islam may pose for some Muslim youth pursuing their educational ambitions will be addressed. Additionally, key

issues raised by today’s speakers’ presentations will be revisited in an effort to discuss ways to challenge the lack

of awareness, ignorance and stereotypes regarding Islam. A synopsis of the outcomes of this workshop will form

the foundation of a briefing paper / report outlining ways to advance and inform the public of some of the

benefits that can emanate from the alliance of faith (Islam) and education for Muslim youth’s aspirations.

Closing Remarks4.15-4.30PM
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Presentation Details

DR FAUZIA AHMAD

Goldsmiths University of London

Dr Fauzia Ahmad is a Senior Lecturer in the Dept of Sociology at Goldsmiths. She

is a qualitative feminist researcher with research interests and publications

focusing on gendered ethnic and faith and identities with a particular specialism

on second and third generation British Muslim women’s identities, representations

and experiences of higher education, employment, social welfare. She is currently

engaged in research with British Muslim men and women on their marital partner-

searching strategies and relationships.

'Standing on my own two feet' Higher educational motivations and

experiences and realities among British Muslim Women: This paper builds on

earlier substantive research with British Muslim women and their motivations and

experiences of their higher education degree choices. Muslim women have been

subject to various competing and reductive discourses in practically every sphere

of their lives, with higher education being no exception. Through in-depth

interviews with second and third generation British-born Muslim women from

varying ethnic and class backgrounds, exploring their motivations for studying at

degree level, a number of personal and pragmatic factors and motivational

forces were identified. Families, and in particular fathers, were identified as key

motivators, alongside other ‘pioneer women’ within families and social circles who

acted as role models. The prospect of financial and personal independence,

greater personal confidence and enhanced social status were also cited as

attractive inducements towards higher education. It was hoped that the

attainment of a degree would act to mitigate somewhat against institutionalised

racism, Islamophobia and sexism in the labour market, especially for hijab-

wearing women. There was also a strong sense of needing to challenge

stereotypes about Muslim women and to ‘give back to their communities’.

Additionally, there was an expectation that a degree offered improved marital

prospects, while also acting as an  insurance policy’ against increasing realities of

potential marital breakdown, or difficulties locating suitable husbands, ensuring

that women would be able to ‘stand on their own two feet’. Finally, I conclude by

offering some reflections and observations on the ways third generation British

Muslim women are navigating their higher education experiences.
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JAKOB WERDELIN
Werdelin Education

The Maze and the Minotaur - The Muslim's Road Through Secular Education: This

20-minute presentation sheds light on some of the complexities faced by Muslim youth in

the UK education system in relation to conflicts of identity, world-view and behaviour from

both a theoretical and a practical perspective.

Jakob Werdelin specialises in Cooperative Learning, an educational approach which

structures learning environments to give all stakeholders voice and agency. His focus is the

wider perspective of work-life readiness, civic engagement and inclusion within

education, rather than the limited scope of improved attainment in exams. As an

independent consultant he has delivered a wide range of tailored courses to thousands of

teachers from the United Kingdom, Denmark, Turkey, Pakistan, and Syria. 

 

As a Muslim convert Jakob has worked with Islamic outreach organisations to improve

community cohesion and has designed and delivered unique deradicalisation programmes

for the Association of Muslim Schools, teacher training programmes for RE/RS teachers in

the UK and Syrian refugees in Turkey. His current focus is the future of education  in Iraq. 

 

He has written extensively on Islam and Muslim cultural values in relation to new

educational paradigms and statecraft for Copenhagen University and has presented on

these topics in several forums in the UK, including the BRAIS inaugural conference, the

Islamic Education Conference in 2014 in and the UKFIET 2016 conference at Oxford

University.

MISOON EL-GOMATI BA, PGCE
Independent Educational Consultant

Misoon El-Gomati is an Educational Practitioner with over fifteen years of experience

across the UK and internationally in comprehensive, private and independent settings. She

has recently left the classroom and moved into educational consultancy,  combining her

passion for education into bespoke training, resources and mentoring.

Seeking  knowledge  as a Muslim - from learning to teaching: This short talk will

explore the importance of seeking knowledge as a Muslim, reflecting on Misoon's own

educational journey - from GSCEs, through FE, HE and back into the classroom as a

teacher.
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PROF MOHAMED EL-GOMATI
University of York
Mohamed El-Gomati is Professor (Emeritus) of Electronics at York University, UK

and Chairman of the Foundation for Science, Technology and Civilisation (UK)

2009-2019. His research interests are in the fields of Surface Science and

Electron Optics with particular emphasis on the development of novel

instrumentation for nanostructure analysis. He is author and co-author of more

than 200 articles and  patents in these fields.  He is a Fellow of the Institute of

Physics (IoP) and the Royal Microscopical Society (RMS). His interests extend to

history of physics with particular emphasis on history of optics within Muslim

civilisation. He was awarded the  Fazlur Rahman  prize for Science and

Engineering (2009), the  Cosslett Award  by the Microbeam Society of America

(2008) and the British Muslims Award for Science (2013). In 2012, Professor El-

Gomati was awarded an OBE for his services to science. He was a speaker at the

Cheltenham Science Festival with Lord Winston and Prof. McLeish on the topic of

‘Can Science and Faith Co-Exist?’ (2016) and in 2017, he spoke alongside Prof.

Marcus du Sautoy and Dr. Amira Bennison on the ‘Story of Mathematics’ (2017).

He was a commissioner for Citizen UK’s Commission on Islam: ‘Unlocking

British Muslim Potential for the Benefit of All’.

Higher Educational Aspirations of Young Muslims - an Islamic Perspective:

Humans continue reflect on the mystery of existence. How did we arrive here and

why? How should we spend our time on earth and why? Is there a moral

obligation on us to pursue one path or another? Beyond such questions, the

modern world itself also presents untold challenges. From engineering, transplants

to the environmental crisis, how what role can the religious community play in

confronting current issues facing the human race today?Young Muslims in

particular, face such questions like everyone else, and struggle to reconcile these

rapid and demanding changes whilst observing or living their faith. Some demand

or expect to find answers to such questions from their faith. How did earlier

Muslim generations deal with their challenges? What is the role of education.In

this talk I will try to give, to the best of my understanding, quotations from the

Quran as guidance followed by examples from earlier as well as recent practices

of Muslim scholars in navigating life’s trials.

 

I will also use examples from my own personal journey as a scientist and as an

academic for over four decades engaging with students of various ethnicities and

religious beliefs.
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FOZIYA REDDY BA(HONS), PGCE
Islamic Shakhsiyah Foundation

Foziya Reddy is a founding trustee of Islamic Shakhsiyah Foundation. She is currently the Head

teacher for the London branch and works closely with the senior leadership team across both

branches to ensure consistency and continuity across branches. Foziya has over 18 years’

experience in the field of education, is a mother of 8 children and holds a BA (Hons) and a

PGCE in primary education. She is currently involved in the delivering of  Shakhsiyah CPD

Courses. In 2011, the Association of Muslim Schools UK presented Foziya with an award

for Transformational Leader of the Year. Foziya works closely with other educators and gives

seminars, lectures and workshops on various topics. Foziya has a particular passion for

parenting and delivers regular workshops for the Local community.

Islam empowers the youth to drive social change and activism through lofty aspirations:

Islam empowers the youth to drive social change and activism through lofty aspirations.: This

paper explores ways in which young peoples Muslim heritage encourages and emphasises the

need for excellence in all areas of learning following the example of the youth around the

prophet (saw) and the achievements during the golden age of Islam. Traditionally the period of

‘youth’ is seen as an age and a time of hope and aspirations from which ones future is pivoted.

The very first Muslims in Mecca consisted of a group of youngsters between the ages of 13-18

who felt empowered to follow the message    of the prophet Muhammad (saw). They had a

conviction to dismantle the injustice ofJahiliyyah(ignorance and injustice) society and take the

path of innovation in their new beliefs. This was the driving force and foundation upon which

Islam began, on the shoulders of these young giants. Their vigour, zeal, vibrancy and charisma

coloured the difficult path they took. They faced the negativity of their families and tribal

leaders but felt compelled to stand for justice and exercised autonomy as young people.    In

Britain today Muslim youth are unable to draw upon their rich heritage or cultural capital when

making choices in higher education as their primary and secondary school curriculum is devoid

of any culturally relevant education. Young Muslims are aware of their Muslim creed but lack

the historical capital to strengthen their resolve. In addition Muslim youth are frightened of

outwardly displaying their thoughts, views and opinions about why the community feels

disenfranchised. The fear of being labelled as a radical or too Islamic in ones practice forces

Muslim boys in particular to mask their true selves. Secularism is taking the youth away from

their Muslim identity. A majority of the youth are facing an identity crisis where they can not

openly state that they have a right to their belief regardless of it being politically palatable or

correct in the current climate. The choices Muslim youth are making in higher education are

tainted with compromise and a shedding of one’s skin in a climate of wanting to be accepted.

Higher education institutions need to provide safe spaces for young Muslim youth to express

their identity and support them to be proud of their heritage in the choices that they make. It’s

in the interest of higher education establishments to support the needs of all pupils in

particular BMAE background pupils, of which Muslims make a large part of in order to enable

them to fulfil their full potential, to become confident participative members of society.
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DR CONSTANTINO DUMANGANE JR

Centre for Research on Education and Social Justice, 
University of York

Constantino is a lecturer and researcher in the Department of Education at the University

of York where he is a member of its Centre for Research on Education and Social Justice

(CRESJ). He has a keen interest in developing transparent and comprehensive

understandings of how the intersectionality of ‘race’, class, gender and faith

impact inequalities, inequity and discrimination in Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME)

youth’s secondary and higher  education  trajectories.  Constantino uses social theory,

social justice concepts and visual methods to expose and inform his analysis of BAME

young people’s perspectives.  An emergent finding from his ESRC funded PhD research

and his progressing British Academy grant has been the significance that faith has on

British African and Caribbean young people’s educational aspirations. His current C. and

J.B. Morrell Trust funded research seeks to explore similar issues with respect to how Islam

may act as an asset or ‘faith capital’ for Muslim youth’s higher educational

ambitions, decision making and comportment.
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